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General Education Committee

October 18, 2022
8:30 – 9:30 a.m.
Old Main Champ Hall - Zoom
Present:

Matt Sanders, College of Humanities and Social Sciences (Chair)
Christopher Scheer, Caine College of the Arts
Greg Podgorski, College of Science
Dory Rosenberg, University Libraries
Beth Buyserie, Communications Literacy/Intensive
Ryan Bosworth, Social Sciences
Keri Holt, Humanities
Toni Gibbons, Registrar’s Office
Scott Findley, Jon M. Huntsman School of Business
David Wall, Creative Arts
Harrison Kleiner, Associate Vice Provost, Connections
Karen Beard, S.J. & Jessie E. Quinney College of Natural Resources
Michele Hillard, Secretary
Angie Peterson, Secretary
Robert Mueller, Statewide Campuses
Mykel Beorchia, University Advising
John Mortensen, Office of the Executive Vice President

Excused:

Jim Bay, Life and Physical Sciences
Kristine Miller, University Honors Program
Thomas Fronk, College of Engineering
TBD, American Institutions
Steve Nelson, USU Eastern
Paul Barr, Office of the Provost
Clara Alder, USUSA President
David Brown, Quantitative Literacy/Intensive
Tom Liljegren for Mykel Beorchia, University Advising
Sylvia Read, Emma Eccles Jones College of Education and Human Services

Call to Order – Matt Sanders
Approval of Minutes – October 18, 2022
Minutes approved as distributed.
Course Approvals/Removals/Syllabi Approvals
https://usu.curriculog.com/
BHU OPDD 1750 – 7-Yay | 5-Nay APPROVED
Motion to approve the OPDD 1750 BHU designation made by Keri Holt. Seconded by Harrison
Kleiner.
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Concern was raised over whether the courses meet the designation criteria. The requests seem
so narrowly focused. The OPDD is a required course and many members are uncomfortable
with this. Are the right policies in place to ensure the integrity of general education? The primary
text does not qualify as a breadth course however, the assignments do have cross culture, 19th,
and 20th century requirements as well as additional reading. Needs revision based on how this
will be executed on day-to-day basis.
BHU RELS 1680 APPROVED
Motion to approve the RELS 1680 BHU designation made by Keri Holt. Seconded by Bob
Mueller.
CI
CMST 4200 APPROVED
Motion to approve the CMST 4200 CI designation made by Beth Buyserie. Seconded by Bob
Mueller.
CI
PSY 4960 - APPROVED
Motion to approve the PSY 4960 CI designation made by Beth Buyserie. Seconded by Bob
Mueller.
New Business
The General Education task force met recently. Discussed the legislative flags that are
inconsistent in number of credits and gen ed courses. There is major inconsistency across the
entire USHE system regarding general education. Each institution needs to develop a plan, and
this is signaling a bigger rethink. Matt Sanders proposed establishing a small working group that
would meet on a weekly basis to ensure quality and transferability. For those who are interested
in working on this, they can contact Matt. There is a sense of urgency surrounding this. If we
don’t govern ourselves, we will be governed. Working group needs to come up with results
sooner rather than later. The decision will probably come down to 27 to 30 credits for general
education courses. USU needs to be intentional in their thinking and doing.
Additional Items
New wording - Proposed criteria (revised): “Depth courses provide students with an
opportunity to broaden their knowledge and intellectual skills by taking classes in disciplinary
areas outside of their major. These Depth courses are categorized in relation to three
disciplinary categories (Humanities and Creative Arts; Life and Physical Sciences; Social
Sciences). Depth subcommittees are responsible for ensuring that courses within these
categories represent the relevant methods, outcomes, and content for each category. When a
Gen Ed area committee receives a proposal for a depth designation from a department whose
“depth” designation differs from the designation proposed for the new course, the proposer and
department head must explain their reasons and resources for offering the course. A
department’s ability to consistently staff the proposed course with appropriately trained
instructors will factor into the designation decision."
Recommend breadth and depth and broaden and deepen their knowledge. Still rely on the
depth designation as a signal/identity. Could use a bit of wordsmithing. Keri can make some
updates and then email it Matt for review. This policy will require some courage and backbone
in accepting and/or denying a proposal. It is obvious that at some time there will need to be a
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periodic review of all general education courses. The purpose of this is to ensure that a course
be sustained over time.
Adjourn: 9:30 am

